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Short Story Arcs 

There are different types of structures that can be used for short stories, such as the 

three-act structure, the circular structure, the flashback structure, the frame structure, 

and the nonlinear structure. Each structure has its own advantages and 

disadvantages, depending on the genre, theme, and style of the story. 

• Three-act structure: A story is divided into three parts: the setup, the 

confrontation, and the resolution. The setup introduces the main characters, 

their goals, and the conflicts they face. The confrontation raises the stakes and 

complicates the situation. The resolution resolves the conflicts and shows the 

outcome of the story. This structure is widely used in screenwriting and novels. 

 

• Circular structure: A story begins and ends at the same point, creating a 

sense of closure and completeness. The events of the story are connected by a 

theme, a motif, or a symbol that recurs throughout the narrative. This 

structure is often used in short stories and poems. 

 

• Flashback structure: A story alternates between the present and the past, 

revealing information about the characters and their motivations. The 

flashbacks are usually triggered by a memory, an object, or a situation that 

reminds the characters of something that happened before. This structure is 

often used in mystery and thriller genres. 

 

• Frame structure: A story is embedded within another story, creating a layered 

narrative. The outer story sets the context and the perspective for the inner 

story, which is usually the main focus of the narrative. The frame structure can 

be used to create contrast, suspense, or irony. 

 

• Nonlinear structure: A story does not follow a chronological order, but 

instead jumps around in time, space, or perspective. The nonlinear structure 

can create confusion, surprise, or complexity in the narrative. The reader or the 

viewer has to piece together the story from the fragments that are presented. 

This structure is often used in experimental and avant-garde works. 

 


