Write Your Novel

Things to consider in approaching your big edit

Big picture — read through and make notes about your story, any threads you need
to tie up but don't correct spelling, spend too long rewriting a description, you can
do that next.

Dates, chronology — do all your dates tie up? Think about weather eg unlikely to be
snow in May. Is it happening chronologically?

Character development — can you see your character changing if this is a
transformative journey?

Tension — have you laid down those breadcrumbs etc?

The questions you're asking — ensure all the questions big and small have been
made clear and are answered (or not if ambiguity is your aim)

Is each sub-plot managed? - ensure that each sub-plot you've created is resolved
or answered

Style and tone - is your style consistent? Is the tone right for each scene as well as
the overall tone of the book?

Genre — does the overall story meet the requirements of the genre you're writing?

General formatting of chapters, consistency — ensure you keep each chapter
layout consistent. Ensure that each chapter begins at the same point on the page
and is laid out in the same way. Below is an example of one of my chapter
beginnings. Note the space from the top of the page to ‘Chapter 2'. Each chapter in
my manuscript must have that identical spacing.
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Write Your Novel

Jeanne Dheenck - Dareen Dizan { Working Tatke)

Chaprier 2

The Plain
Admmaling courses trough his veing bke amrphecasdme. His baad i fiall of
noise, e hlood pumpisg By bous's vodce, his colleagues” tears, the smdents’
Lghier. Diarren’s driving mow, heading south with paspose. In the back of his
o his camnonflage tackpack lies om the seat. Everything ke neads for a week or
e, howerar long it takees.

Heo prosues bis food om the accelesator and flicks on the wipars. Ths day
searted o bright, in hlues, yedlores and greens by the college. But now, kalf a=x
hour later, om the single cariageway acmoss Salishury Plain it's romme grey, amd
mzazicy. He feels remvomie for & secomd. jost a wecond, but lets iz go. This is where
Diazrees eaieds to g0, I where ba neads to b mors than aeqthing. For his famvily.
Fuor kdy ancestors. For all thowe who were mronged. It's mhare ho has to b,

He mmes wp the car steran and the agerassite sounds of Pabbc Enermy
blast oot mhdle oufside the: raix falls on the fields sither side of the poad.
splashi=g oeto the wimdscresn of Bic 2008 Seat. He has='t got the hass levals
right kot it's Jond. The nmsic Slls his head and blocks out the: other sids of him.
i side he wemlly listens to. The one that mooeriss about the bills amd memt amd

kwepizg kis job. Ha pats the volmms wp another notch unit] the wisdorr is
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