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Things to consider in approaching your big edit 

 

Big picture – read through and make notes about your story, any threads you need 

to tie up but don’t correct spelling, spend too long rewriting a description, you can 

do that next. 

Dates, chronology – do all your dates tie up? Think about weather eg unlikely to be 

snow in May. Is it happening chronologically? 

Character development – can you see your character changing if this is a 

transformative journey? 

Tension – have you laid down those breadcrumbs etc? 

The questions you’re asking – ensure all the questions big and small have been 

made clear and are answered (or not if ambiguity is your aim) 

Is each sub-plot managed? – ensure that each sub-plot you’ve created is resolved 

or answered 

Style and tone – is your style consistent? Is the tone right for each scene as well as 

the overall tone of the book? 

Genre – does the overall story meet the requirements of the genre you’re writing? 

General formatting of chapters, consistency – ensure you keep each chapter 

layout consistent. Ensure that each chapter begins at the same point on the page 

and is laid out in the same way. Below is an example of one of my chapter 

beginnings. Note the space from the top of the page to ‘Chapter 2’. Each chapter in 

my manuscript must have that identical spacing. 
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