Ghost Story Structure
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Structure: the make-up of a+ ghost story
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* NB: Notice that this says ‘a’ not ‘every’

Structure: example The Kit-Bag by Algernon Blackwood

The set-up The arrival The enc (s) } | Thed ti | The back-story
“His friend had lent “...he heard someone
“....when the words ‘Not him the very thing. .. coming softly up the Johnson manages to John Turk’s use of the
Guilty' sounded through its capacity was stairs. .. they were too escape. He collapses bag to bury his victim.
the crowded courtroom... unlimited.” heavy to be those of his and then sleeps. How
no man had ever bttt:r bibulous landlady.” much was real? The suicide of John
deserved the gallows. The Eit-bag is sert to

Johnson, a legal secretary,
5 S

to Johnson... but
gvhat arrives with it?

is rbed and
haunted by the trial of the
murderer John Turk.

At this stage, we may
not recognise the

The guilt/complicity of
Johnson and Wilbraham?

Jis a reasonable, rational
man of the law.

J is going away for
Christmas and needs to
borrow a kit-bag,

fi or role
of the object.

The ‘innocent’ ]
interacts with the
object and
unwittingly mirrors
the actions of the
murderer.

“...the top of the kit-bag
]ﬂmicd over towards him
with an extraordinary
resemblance to a human
JHCES =

“...he saw out of the

corner of his eye the

indistinct outline of a

figure standing on the
stairs.”

J doubts what he's seeing
and we are invited to it
doubt, too.

His colleague arrives
pto explain the wrong

kit-bag was sent. The
kit-bag was in fact
John Turk’s,

Is the bag haunted? Or
is Johnson imagining
things? An over-active
imagination and
coincidence? Or a
visitation by a ghost
with a purpose?

Turk at the same time
the hauntings were
- happening

John Turk’s last
request to be buried in
the bag,

NB: We get some of

the back story at the

start of the tale, some
at the end.
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